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Re: Docket #98-N-10~~, Irradiation in the production, processing, and handling of food.
Ii

As a consumer of food;”as a small producer of food, and as a former Maine State

I

Representative who ha served on the Maine Legislature’s Agriculture Committee and dealt
with bills regarding irr iated food I wish to express my concerns about any changes in
Iabelling of irradiated f od. In particular I strongly oppose elimination of straightforward
labels stating that the oduct has been irradiated or treated with irradiation.
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It should not matter w ‘at reason anyone would have for wanting irradiated food to be
Iabelled. Whether one onsumer wishes to seek out irradiated food for safety purposes, or

!

another needs to com nsate for loss of vitamins and nutritional value in such food, both
need labels in order to ake informed choices. Informed choice is the basis of a free
market.
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I oppose weasel-wordt$l labeling such as

+

“cold pasteurization” and its ilk. These words are
intended to deceive, n } inform. The only changes 1might suggest would be to make the
notice more prominentl,so that consumers can more easily tell what they are buying,

~~

One of the arguments ~ade in the Legislature in favor of a ban on the sale of irradiated
food in Maine was the ‘ioncern that the federal government would not continue to require

tclear Iabelling of these roducts. I don’t think it helps the credibility of the food industry to
eliminate Iabelling req ‘Irements for irradiated food, or to substitute euphemisms for plain
Iabelling.
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